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Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Consortium
Major Achievements to December 2014
1  Planning Policy Support

All three planning authorities along the route (Bedford Borough Council, Central Bedfordshire Council and Milton Keynes Council) have clear planning policy support for the Waterway and formally recognise its proposed route in relevant plans – see the ‘Making it Happen’ page of the web site for details.

2  Economic Impact Assessment
An Economic Impact Assessment completed in 2009, identifies the significant economic benefits of the c.£200m waterway including visitor economy spend uplift of £23m pa, wider GVA uplift of £5m pa as well as property uplifts and construction related benefits.

3  Brooklands, Milton Keynes, Planning Permission

Planning permission has been granted (and renewed) for the 6.5km Brooklands section of the waterway - see ‘Section E’ in the 2014 Project Delivery Plan.
4  A421 Underpass Construction
A waterway and towpath underpass of the new dualled A421 between Bedford and M1 Junction13 has been constructed as part of the A421 contract and is now open to walkers, the first ‘concrete’ delivery of the waterway - see ‘Section N’ in the 2014 Project Delivery Plan.
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5  Planning Permission for Marston Vale Innovation Park Strategic Landscaping

This planning permission includes the creation of four linear ponds marking the route of the waterway through the centre of the proposed innovation park - see ‘Sections O-Q’ in the 2014 Project Delivery Plan.
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6  Waterway Awards
The B&MK Waterway was a triple winner in the 2011 National Waterways Renaissance Awards winning first place for strategy and master planning, a runner up award in the partnership category and a surprise extra award for outstanding achievement.

7  Persimmon Planning Permission at Wootton, Bedford

The planning permission for this large housing site requires action, at various points of delivery of the houses, to support delivery of the waterway park through the site including construction of the towpath (part of National Cycle Network Route 51) and provision of land for the waterway - see ‘Sections O-Q’ in the 2014 Project Delivery Plan.

8  Bedford Waterspace Study Support and Award

The Bedford Waterspace Study clearly highlights the Kempston Junction of the waterway with the River Great Ouse and includes a range of ideas for waterspace facilities associated with the junction. The study was runner-up (ie in second place) in the national Waterways Renaissance Awards - strategy section.
9  Covanta Development Required to Fund Stewartby Waterway Section
Full engagement with the Parliamentary decision making process in respect of Covanta’s Stewartby, Bedfordshire, proposal resulted in Covanta agreeing to pay £3.375m for the waterway section under Green Lane and the Copart Access Road near the old A421 in Stewartby parish. Although Covanta is looking to dispose of its UK assets the agreement reached remains attached to the planning permission. See ‘Section M’ in the 2014 Project Delivery Plan.
10 Relationship with National Cycle Network Route 51

The relationship between the waterway and SUSTRANS National Cycle Network Route 51 has developed so that the waterway ‘towpath’ is seen as the natural alignment for Route 51.
11 Community Boat

Led by the BMKW Trust and supported by many others including members of the Consortium, the Bedford-based Community Boat, the John Bunyan, was launched in the Summer of 2013 and had carried around 7,000 passengers by mid 2014.
[image: image3.jpg]<t 3 —n 5 =

' R & o
e T LR ¥ \251\'\« ?:\\\\\\\\\ NN





12 Eagle Farm North, Milton Keynes


Encouraged by Milton Keynes Council, Gallaghers has designed and made provision for a significant section of the waterway within its major Eagle Farm North logistics development area alongside the A421 in Milton Keynes. Consortium partners are looking at how they can work towards a planning approval that provides scope for construction as the logistics park develops. See ‘Section F’ in the 2014 Project Delivery Plan.
13 Bell Farm, Kempston, Waterway Routes Study


A study by Halcrow (commissioned by Bedford Borough Council) has identified route options including lock locations, drain crossings, groundwork requirements, cut and fill quantities, footprints and costings to assist delivery of the waterway around rather than through the Bell Farm, Kempston, employment area. See ‘Sections Q-R’ in the 2014 Project Delivery Plan.
14 Wootton Waterway Route Study


A further study by Halcrow (commissioned by Bedford Borough Council) has identified a deliverable route including lock locations, drain crossings, groundwork requirements, cut and fill quantities, footprints and costings to assist delivery of the waterway from Green Lane, Stewartby, to the northern edge of Wootton and the Bell Farm section above. See ‘Sections M-P’ in the 2014 Project Delivery Plan.
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